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for his treachery to Austria by a position of some Importance
in the German industrial world.
The autumn of 1936 brought with it unexpected assistance
for Papen's exertions in Austria.
Italy decided on her Abyssinian campaign, and England,
in conjunction with the League of Nations, ordained
sanctions as punishment for this unprovoked aggression.
Thereupon Mussolini sought political and economic support
in Germany., and Italy's interest in Central Europe took a
back seat for the benefit of her Mediterranean policy.
So Germany's way to Central Europe lay open.
A Centre for Treachery and Treason
Papen's exertions for the leading influence with the
c Betont-Nationalen' did not achieve the smashing success
he had hoped. Glaise-Horstenau had not fulfilled Hitler's
expectations and the Fey connection only resulted in com-
promising Papen. The consequence was that Hitler's
Ambassador in Vienna tried new methods.
In June 1937, at a time that is when Italy's consent could
be counted on, Papen once more visited Schuschnigg. He
stated that the terms of the treaty of the i ith July 1936 had
not been fully observed on the part of Austria, although a
year had now passed. The admission of the National
Socialists into the * Fatherland Front' had not yet taken
place, nor had the supporters of pro-German tendencies in
Austria any influence at all in political decisions. This
lecture of Papen's was supported by a Note from Berlin
demanding a further expansion of the rights of" Nationals *
in Austria. Dr. Schuschnigg referred to Rome. There
he was informed that Italy was in favour of compliance with
the ^wishes of Germany in this respect.
There was nothing left for it but to allow the * Nationals *
to form an organisation which in fact was nothing more or
less than a centre for treachery and treason. It received thd
high-sounding name of * National Political Committee in
the Patriotic Front \ The chief of this committee was the
Innsbruck solicitor, Dr* Seyss-Inquart, a Catholic and a
E.D.               ,                                                                        Q